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and to love all beings equally; we should try to
follow the ideal of non-killing, non-injuring
others and truthfulness; we had to be chaste in
word, thought and deed and always to remember
the sexless Spirit; we were to renounce marriage
and to avoid temptations and not to run after
sense-pleasures; we should always keep in mind
that we were Spirit divine. And remember, the
Swami said, you are consecrating your life for
the ^ood of all and for the service of God.

The Swami then asked the other Brahma-
charis v\ \u were present, whether there was any
objection to cur entering the order. No ! there
was no objection. Then, one by one, we were
asked to approach the sacred fire and to repeat
the vows after the Swami, with the customary
invocation and oblation of clarified butter into
the fire.

This part of the ceremony over, the Swami
touched our foreheads with sacred ashes. We
received a piece of gerud (ochre) cloth and then
with the sprinkling of holy water the Swami gave
us our spiritual names: Muktikama, Shantik^ma,
Satyakama and Gurudasa. The meaning of the
names was explained: Seeker of freedom, Seeker
of peace. Seeker of Truth and Servant of the
Master. The ceremony was over. The old
Brahmacharis greeted us as new members of the
order and the Swami gave us some of the fruit
offerings to break our fast of the day. And then,
after some pleasant and genial talk we parted
and went home.